Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 


Message Text 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 01 KUWAIT 02457 101249Z 

44 

ACTION NEA-10 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-00 EB-07 OPIC-03 OMB-01 TRSE-00 CIAE-00 

INR-07 NSAE-00 /029 W 

115696 

R 101133Z lUN 75 
FM AMEMBASSY KUWAIT 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 3153 
INFO USDOC WASHDC 
AMEMBASSY ABU DHABI 
AMEMBASSY DOHA 
AMEMBASSY IIDDA 
AMEMBASSY MANAMA 
AMEMBASSY MUSCAT 
AMEMBASSY BEIRUT 
AMEMBASSY TEHRAN 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE KUWAIT 2457 

BEIRUT EOR RCAA 

E.O. 11652: NA 
TAGS: EAIR, BEXP, KU 

SUBJ: GULF STATE AVIATION OFEICIALS MEETING ON EORMATION CARGO 
AITLINE 

REE: KUWAIT 2252 

1. EMBASSY UNDERSTANDS OFFICIALS FROM KUWAIT, SAUDI ARABIA, 
UAE, QATAR, BAHRAIN, AND OMAN OPENED TALKS IN KUWAIT ON JUNE 
9 TO CONTINUE DISCUSSIONS ON FORMATION OF JOINT CARGO AIRLINE. 

2. EMBOEF HAD OPPORTUNITY TALK BRIEELY WITH TECHNICAL CONSUL- 
TANT INVOLVED WITH PROJECT. HE SAID PREFEASIBILITY STUDY DONE 
BY BOOZ- ALLEN WAS VERY EAVORABLE TO PROJECT. BOOZ- ALLEN'S 
PERSONNEL ARE REPRESENTED AT THIS MEETING AND ARE SUPPOSE 

TO ANSWER QUESTIONS RAISED ABOUT PROJECT IN MANAMA MEETING 
SEVERAL MONTHS AGO. IT POSSIBLE BOOZ- ALLEN WILL BE GIVEN GREEN 
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SOURCE KUWAIT WANTS TO SEE THIS PROJECT MOVE AHEAD VERY BADLY 
AND HAVE OFEERED BECOME HQ FOR PROJECT AND PROVIDE MAJOR AMOUNT 
OE EACILITIES AND FUNDING. WHILE SAUDIS TAKING PART IN 
MEETING IT NOT NECESSARILY LIKELY THAT THEY WILL JOIN. SOURCE 
CONEIRMED THAT ONE OF MAJOR QUESTIONS TO BE DEALT WITH WAS 
HOW COMPANY WAS EORMED-AS A JOINT- VENTURE AMONG THE 
THREE EXISTING AIRLINES SERVING THE GULL STATES OR AS A 
COMPLETELY NEW ENTITY WHICH WOULD DILUTE THE INELUENCE OF 
KUWAIT OR SAUDI ARABIA IE IT DECIDED TO JOIN. 

3. WE WOULD BE INTERESTED IN KNOWING POSITIONS OP OTHER 
GULF STATES TOWARDS PROJECT AFTER MEETINGS HERE CONCLUDED. 

4. COMMENT: GIVEN GOKS FAIRLY LONG-STANDING SUPPORT FOR 
MORE REGIONAL ECONOMIC COOPERATION AND PROBABLE DESIRE TO 
HAVE SOME CONCRETE RESULTS EMERGE FROM RESENT SPATE GULF 
SUMMITYR, WE BELIEVE IT LIKELY THAT KUWAIT WILL DO WHATEVER 
IT CAN TO SEE PROJECT IMPLEMENTED-EVEN IF SEVERAL OTHER GULF 
STATES REFUSE TO JOIN. 
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